92                             INTRODUCTION.
Trojan colonies, the settlement of JEneas in Italy, the foundation of Borne, the wars between Europe and Asia, the expedition of Xerxes, and the conquests of Alexander, the descendant of JEacus and Dardanus, give opportunity for the display of boundless but useless learning. This production, which gained for the author the epithet of the "dark" Lycophron from the despairing scholars of antiquity, was not fully elucidated till the time of the "brothers Tzetzes,1 whose labours on it are a remarkable proof of the learning and industry of the Byzantines. Except in the display of erudition, there is no resemblance between Lycophron and Hariri, nor do we find in the latter that impenetrable and perverse obscurity which distinguished the Greek. But it is possible that the fame of this work, at which successive generations of schoolboys had been made to labour, may have reached Arabic writers, and encouraged their tendency to learned display.
If we allow some share in the formation of such a taste to the predispositions of race and language, and some* thing to the influence of foreign culture, we must also trace some elements of it to the peculiar studies of Islam. A strange feature in Hariri's work is the number of compositions in which the merit is supposed to consist in the alternation of pointed and unpointed letters, or the exclusive use of one of these two kinds. It is not difficult to see how any tendency to these caprices which may have been innate in the learned Arabs must have been increased by the long controversies which had been held, on the orthography of the Koran, On the proper use of
1 The Commentary is attributed to Isaac, but it is almost certain that John had a large share in the work.